
PART II. 

RigVIlgWS AND BIBLIOGRAPHICAL NOTICES; 

Venereal Diseases: A Practical Ha~dbook ]or Students. 
By C. H. Baowz~I~G, ~I.D., D.P.H.,  Director of the 
Bland-Sutton Institute of Pathology of the Middlesex 
Hospital; and DAVID WATSON, M.B., C.M., Lecturer 
on Venereal Diseases, Glasgow University; Surgeon in 
Charge of the Venereal Department, Glasgow Royal 
Infirmary and of the Lock Hospital, Glasgow. With an 
Introduction by SIR Jo~N B L A N D - S U T T O N ,  F.R.C.S. 
London: Henry Frowde and Hodder & Stoughton. 
1919. Cr. 8vo. Pp. xv+836. 

MEDICAL students, and indeed we may add medicM prac- 
titioners, owe a debt of gratitude to the authors of this 
practical handbook on Venereal Diseases. The authorship 
is in itself a happy combination of a surgical clinician and 
of a skilled and accomplished pathologist. As Sir John 
Bland-Sutton writes in an interim Introduction, " This 
modest handbook combines admirably the clinical and 
laboratory methods for recognising and treating syphilis, 
and its fell companion gonorrhcea. For students and 
practitioners, it is as useful as the Nautical Almanac for 
Mariners. The promotion of a correct knowledge of 
venereal diseases aids in their prevention as well as their 
c u r e .  ' ' 

The contents include a brief history of the venereal 
diseases, nine chapters on syphilis, ten chapters on 
gonorrhoea, three appendices, and an index. Appendix I. 
gives formuhe for Gram's stain. In Appendix II. the 
method of performing the Wassermann test is fully de- 
scribed, and in Appendix III.  an ingenious method is given 
of rendering hard water suitable for preparation of tha 
solution of old salvarsan without distillation. This would 
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not be necessary in cities like Dublin and Glasgow which 
have the good fortune to possess a soft-water supply. 

The work is splendidly illustrated by no fewer than 
twenty-six colour plates, and as many as fifty figures in 
the text. 

Much space, naturally, has been allocated to modern 
methods of treatment of both syphilis and gonorrhoea. 
This is quite right, but there is a risk that older and never- 
theless useful anti-syphilitic remedies should be overlooked 
and forgotten. One remedy more particularly is in our 
mind--namely,  Donovan's solution--official in the ]~ritish 
Pharmacopoeia of 1914, under the expressive name of 
Liquor Hydrargyri  et Arsenii Iodidi. In  this preparation, 
manufactured and introduced by a Dublin pharmacist, we 
have a forerunner of salvarsan, kharsivan and their tribe, 
when administered simultaneously with mercury and the 
iodides. 

The publishers deserve a word of praise for the manner 
in which this book has been brought out. The volume is 
of a handy size, and is printed in fine, bold type on choice 
paper, with wide leading which greatly aids the readers' 
eyes. We feel sure that this work will shortly win its 
way into favour and become one of the most popular text- 
books on the subject of which it treats. 

Facial Neuralgia and its Treatment. By J. ~IUTCHINSON, 
F.R.C.S. ; Surgeon to the London Hospital. London : 
John Bale, Sons & Danielsson, Ltd. 1919. 

TRIGEMINAL NEURALGIA to all who practise in Medicine or 
Surgery has a special and significant meaning. Few can 
took unmoved on the fearful suffering of the unfortunate 
victim, and to very few only is it granted to have the 
opportunity and skill to afford relief. 

The monograph with which we are concerned deals fully 
with this dread complaint, and discusses all the various 
drugs, injections, and operations which have been tried. 
The Author frankly states that for major neuralgia thero 
is but one cure-- the partial excision of the Gasserian 
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ganglion, and conclusively points out the best, if hard, 
path which must be followed for a successful issue. Briefly 
we may sum up his advice. Once the major form of the 
neuralgia has been recognised, an operation should be 
advised which should embrace the removal of the lower 
two branches of the fifth nerve with the portion of the 
ganglion related to these two nerves, leaving the upper 
part of the ganglion with the ophthalmic branch intact. 
He explains at great length the advantages accruing from 
thus splitting the ganglion, and brings forward cases in 
proof of his statements, proving that greater safety during 
the operation, with preservation of the eye, is thus 
secured. 

The author is to be warmly congratulated on his marked 
success and low mortality. The references to other workers 
in the field are full, and enable the reader, should he so 
desire, to find further literature on the subject. 

H . L .  

Aids to Ophthalmology. By IN. BIsHoP HARMAN, 1V[.A., 
M.B. (Cantab.), F.R.C.S. (Eng). Sixth Edition. 
London:  Bailli~re, Tindall & Cox. 1919. F'scp. 8vo. 
Pp. viii + 0,26. 

WE can heartily recommend this little book to all senior 
students. 

The chapters on " Eye Therapeut ics"  and " Eye 
Conditions in School Children," are especially good, also 
the concluding one, " Examination Questions." In  a later 
edition we would like to see more of these latter, entirely 
agreeing with the author as to their value to the student. 

Having regard to the position of the chapters, might 
we suggest that it would assist the beginner in his concep- 
tion of the subject if amblyopia, colour vision, and hemi- 
anopsia were included under diseases of the optic nerve 
and retina. Malingering, which is here dealt with in the 
chapter " Amblyopia," might then readily form a section 
by itself. 

We wish this sixth edition the success of its prede- 
cessors. 
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Lo SperhJ,entale : Archives of Normal and Pathologieal 
Biology. Year L X X I I I .  Fasciculi 1-11. Firenze. 1919. 

Tins number of our valued contemporary is principally 
devoted to reporting the Proceedings of the Medico- 
Physical Academy of Florence. However, it contains some 
interesting original contributions. The opening paper, 
" Adeno-epitheliom~ Cysts,"  traces their origin to histio- 
logical degeneration of sudiparous glands; and the author, 
Dr. Oscar Oblath, appends an illustrative case of a female 
patient, sixty-eight years of age, who had such a tumour at 
the superior internal angle of her eye. The growth, she 
states, began some thirty years ago; the increase in size 
was very slight for five years, afterwards it grew more 
quickly. The superficial covering was almost normal, 
being unmarked other than by a slight inflammatory red- 
ness. The article is very readable and convincing, if we 
accept the postulate as to the cause of tissue degeneration, 
and are in no way curious as to the source of the degenera- 
tion. An unusually beautiful photogravure accompanies the 
article. From the Military Laboratory of Mogliano Venete 
Drs. Zjroni and Capone supply a paper o1~ the Spontaneous 
Agglutination of AnaSrobic Bodies, which is valuable, 
both as an exposition of their own researches and as a sum- 
mary of that of other recent workers on the subject. 

But  the principal feature of the magazine is the l~eport 
of the Meeting of the Medico-Physical Academy of 
Florence, which opens with a series of papers on the 
~etiology of influenza. The editor notes that some of the 
papers have not yet come to his hand--e.g. ,  that of Pro- 
fessor G. Ranti,  entitled the " Pathological Anatomy " of 
the disease; and that of Dr. G. Gusparini on the "Epi-  
demiology and Prophylaxis"  of the disease. Prbfessor F. 
Schupfer's paper entitled, " Some Considerations on In- 
fluenza," occupying sixteen pages, goes over the old ground 
of the claims of Pfeiffer's bacillus to be the fons et origo is 
considered. Conflicting claims are considered and no de- 
cision is arrived at. The article is, as a critical examina- 
tion of the pathology of the disease and as a clinical 
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picture of its more marked features, a welcome addition to 
medical literature. Even at the expense of space we may 
be allowed to draw attention to the decision of the Presi- 
dent, Professor G. Chiarugi, who declared that to avoid 
repetitions, he divided the subject-matter into the follow- 
ing heads :--Epidemiology, research, bacteriology, anato- 
mico-pathology, clinical characters, and therapeutics. All 
speakers to confine their observations to one head and all 
irrelevancies to be ruled out. I t  is a pity this much-to-be- 
commended ruling is not enforced in all our medical 
societies. 

The Essentials of Ghemical Physiology for the Use of 
Students. By W. D. HALLIBURTON, M . D . ,  L L . D . ,  
F .R .S . ,  F .R.C.P .  ; Professor of Physiology in King's 
College, London. Tenth Edition. With Coloured 
Plate. London : Longmans, Green & Co. 1919. Demy 
8vo. Pp. xi + 324. 

TEN editions in twenty-six years is not a bad record for this 
excellent book. In the number of this Journal for 
February, 1917 (Volume 143, page 119), we indicated the 
chief additions which had been made in the ninth edition. 

In a very short preface to the present edition the author 
admits that the great difficulty experienced in revision was 
to add new material without increasing the size of the 
book. The task has been accomplished by judiciously 
cutting out matter which was no longer necessary. The 
number of pages is 324, exactly the same as the number in 
the ninth edition published in September, ]916. 

As examples of the sterling value of the eontent.s of this 
work, we might instance the sections on vitamines (page 
82) and on margarine (page 83). The latter, writes the 
author, " has now become a staple article of diet, and the 
old prejudice again.st this butter substitute has largely dis- 
appeared, partly because of the stress of war, but mainly 
because margarine makers have learnt how to make it 
palatable. The best margarine is called oleo-margarine, 
and is made with beef fat as its chief basis. It  is a valuable 
food, and contains the fat-soluble accessory substance or 
" vitamine," 
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A Vision oJ the Possible. What  the R.A.M.C. might 
become. By JAMES W. BARRETT, K.B.E . ,  C.B., 
C.M.G., M.D.,  M.S.,  F . t l .C.S.  (Eng.);  Temporary 
Lieutenant-Col., R.A.M.C.;  lately Lieutenant-Col., 
A.A.M.C. and A.D.M.S.,  Australian Force in Egypt ,  
Consulting Oculist to the Forces in Egypt,  and Registrar, 
First Australian General Hospital;  Ophthalmologist to 
the Melbourne Hospital. London : H.  K. Lewis & Co., 
Ltd.  1919. Demy 8vo. Plate and 2 Maps. Pp. 
xx + 183. 

Wn have read through this little book with the greatest 
interest. The main portion deals with the author's per- 
sonM experiences as a member of the R.A.M.C. in Egypt,  
and with the problems with which he was faced as Presi- 
dent of a Medical Board while serving in that country. 
His very wide experience of practically every department 
of the R.A.M.C.,  gifted, as he apparently is, with a very 
clear insight into both clinical and administrative ques- 
tions, has enabled him to detect both the good and the bad 
points in the army medical organisation, and to furnish in 
his concluding chapters most useful suggestions regarding 
improvement in t.he service. 

With most of his conclusions the present reviewer, who 
himself .served in Egypt,  is in hearty agreement. \Vi~hin 
a week of arriving in the country it became at once ap- 
parent to him that men were coming out. from England 
and were being sent all over the district to perform duties 
with which they were quite unfamiliar, without any 
attempt, being made to give them preliminary instruction. 
In various lectures, since given at home, this fact has been 
pointed out, and it has been stated that one of the funda- 
mental errors of the service was to assmne that because a, 
man has a medical degree he is fit to go anywhere and 
do anything in the medical line, without considering his 
special qualifications and interests. ~Te are glad now to 
find that Sir ,lames Barrett takes the same view, and says, 
"one of the greatest failures of the service has been the 
failure to train newly arrived medical officers." 

The author of the book also r attention to the fact 
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that " if an administrator imagines that he is omniscient, 
and capable of judging details in all branches of know- 
ledge, he is certain to get into difficulty." True ; and we 
may add that the omniscient attitude is the very one that 
discourages men, and leads those civilian medical men, 
who are in a position to advise others, to take up the 
attitude noted by Barrett in his preface, that they will not 
recommend any young men who mean to take medicine 
seriously to join the R.A.M.C. as at present constituted. 
The present writer, who has been a clinical teacher for 
over twenty years, well remembers that on one occasion 
he was asked to make a list of enteric cases who were fit 
to be moved from his hospital to another. His list did not 
meet. with the approval of his Divisional Medical Officer, 
a person admittedly of little or no clinical experience, with 
the result that he was insulted in the presence of a couple 
of orderlies. Throughout his period 5f service incidents 
of a similar nature repeatedly occurred, with the result that 
he was heartily glad to resign when his year's contract. 
was up. Later  he acted as consultant physician else- 
where. These personal recollections are of little conse- 
quence, but they give point to some of the criticisms 
levelled against the control of clinical matters and of 
clinicians in general by men who are administrators alone. 

Another complaint, of the writer of the book is that 
patients are sent out from hospital without a clinical record 
being sent with them. This results, both at home and 
abroad, in enabling a malingerer or neurasthenic to go 
from hospital to hospital without being detected, and also 
results in the same work being done over and over again. 
A malingerer is, perhaps, thoroughly examined, and sent 
back to the line : he meets a new medical officer, and again 
feigns illness : he is again sent to hospital, probably not 
the same as before : he is a~'ain examined, and sent back ; 
again malingers, and so on. The forwarding of a short 
clinical report with each man when he is sent out from 
hospital would obviate all this. 

With many other criticisms we are in full accord, more 
especially with the complaint made that the clinician as 
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such cannot gain promotion, but is compelled on reaching 
a certain rank to drop clinical work and become an ad- 
ministrator ; but, at the same time, we feel bound to agree 
with Sir James-- that  the work of the R.A.M.C. as a whole 
was carried out splendidly during the war. The officers 
of the R.A.M.C. are, as a group, men of the highest 
character, and are devoted to duty, but a little n~ore in- 
dependence of those above them in rank is much to be 
desired. 

The Diagnosis and Treatment of Heart Disease. Prac- 
tical Points for Students and Practitioners. By E. M. 
BROCKBANK, M.D. (Vict.), F .R.C.P . ,  Hon. Physician, 
Royal Infirmary, Manchester; Lecturer on Clinical 
Medicine, Dean of Clinical Instruction, University of 
Manchester. Fourth Edition, with Illustrations. 
London:  H. K. Lewis & Co., Ltd.  1919. Cr. 8vo. 
Pp. viii + 158. 

As recently as January, 1918, we reviewed the third 
edition of this useful little work. I t  has evidently filled 
a niche in the medical student 's library, for two edition~ 
have been called for within the same number of years. 

Some additions to, and alterations in, the text have been 
made, but the book remains--as we described it in a former 
notice--"  practical and concise." 

We agree with the author that to use the left nipple as 
a landmark is open to objection for the reason he gives in 
a paragraph at page 71. But to speak of " the danger of 
using the nipple as a landmark " borders on exaggeration. 
Of course, he means that it may mislead the observer. 

There is one notable omission in the sixth Section. 
Speaking of the transmission of sounds and murmurs, no 
mention is made of convection as an agent in such trans- 
mission. The word " conduction " is made to cover both 
conduction properly so-called, or the transmission of 
sounds and murmurs through solid mediums, and con- 
vection, whereby sounds and murmurs are carried, or con- 
veyed, by a moving fluid--in this case the blood-stream. 

As a clinical guide to the physical condition of the heart, 
we have nothing but praise for Dr, Brockbank's book, 
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Immunity in Health: The Function of the Tonsil.s and 
other Sub-epithelial Lymphatic Glands. By ~ENELM 
H. DtGBY, M.B., B.S., F.R.C.S. Oxford Medical Pub- 
lications. 1919. 

TEE author, in a book of about one hundred pages with 
many interesting illustrations, seeks to prove that the 
function of the lymphoid tissue is to provide the immune 
substances which protect, or help to protect, us in normal 
health. His argument is well sustained, and is based on 
the anatomical distribution of the lymph nodes and their 
constant supply of organisms. He believes that in  the 
process of ingestion and digestion of the organisms which 
invade them the glands develop immune substances which 
are then liberated in the circulation. 

His argument seems to us to be drawn from inference 
rather than fact, especially as regards the immune bodies. 
The theme is an interesting revival of an old theory; it is 
treated in a new way, and should lead to some new work. 
There are many suggestions in the book, and it will repay 
perusal. 

A Text Book of Practical Therapeutics. With especial re- 
ference to the Application of Remedial Measures to 
Disease and their Employment  upon a Rational Basis. 
By HOBART AMORY HARE, M.D., B.Sc. ; Professor of 
Therapeutics, Materia Medica, and Diagnosis in the 
Jefferson Medical College of Philadelphia; Physician to 
the Jefferson Medical College Hospital; Surgeon, 
U.S.N.R.F.  Seventeenth edition, enlarged, thoroughly 
revised, and largely re-written. Illustrated with 145 
engravings and 6 plates. London:  Henry  Kimpton. 
1919. Large Svo. Pp. vii + 1023. 

A STAI~DARD work which has reached its seventeenth 
edition needs l i t t le--whether it be praise or blamemat the 
reviewer's hands. 

The work includes four parts. The first, running to 
only 46 large octavo pages, sets forth certain general thera- 
peutical considerations. The second part deals with 

q 
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drugs and embraces 472 pages. In  Part  I I I .  remedial 
measures other than drugs are discussed, and directiona 
for feeding the sick are given. Part  IV. is devoted to 
the treatment of diseases and morbid conditions--these 
being arranged in alphabetical order. An index of drugs 
and remedial measures and an index of diseases and 
remedies complete the volume. 

So far as official formulas are concerned the work is an 
international one, for references are nearly everywhere 
made in its pages not only to the United States Pharma- 
copoeia, but also to the British Pharmacopoeia. There is 
one regrettable exception. In  a very valuable "Compara-  
tive Table showing ~ e  strength of the more important 
pharmacopoeial substances and preparations in the preced- 
ing and in the present [United States] Pharmacopoeia," 
which precedes Part  I., there is no column giving informa, 
tion abo~t the same or similar preparations in the British 
Pharmacopoeia. 

Page xiv, again, has become quite recently obsolete. It  
contains a list of the drugs and preparations withdrawn 
from the British Pharmacopoeia during the war by the 
General Medical Council. In  his Address to the Council 
on May 27th last, the President (Sir Donald MacAlistar) 
stated that " the modifications in the Pharmacopceia, 
made in 1917 and 1918 to meet war conditions, were early 
in the [present~ year announced by the Government 
Authorities concerned to be no longer necessary, the sup- 
plies of sugar, glycerin, and fats applicable to pharma- 
ceutical uses being once more sufficient. By direction of 
the Executive Committee, after consultation with the 
Pharmacopoeia Committee, the proper legal steps were 
accordingly taken to withdraw and cancel the temporary 
schedules of alterations; and the text of the British 
Pharmacopeia, 1914, was thus, after due notice, reinstated 
on April 30, 1919. 

Although the title page of the present edition of Dr. 
Hare 's  work bears the date 1919, the Preface is dated 
" August  1918~---.~.i~ months before it was arranged 
~hat the text of the British Pharmacopoeia of 1914 should 
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be reinstated. To mention this is only just to the Author. 
To show that Dr. Hare has brought his great work up 
to date it is merely necessary to quote the following 
sentences from the Preface. He  writes : - -  

" The great war has greatly increased our knowledge 
concerning shock, emphasised the need of proper methods 
of intravenous injection or of direct transfusion, and, 
therefore, greater consideration of these procedures is in- 
cluded than before. The use of Dakin's fluid and 
dichloramine-T by Carrell's methods, and the treat- 
ment of burns by paraffine are discussed for the first 
t ime."  

The methods of prescribing a proper diet for the sick are 
described more in detail than in former editions, parti- 
cularly in respect to children and to diabetics. As to the 
latter class of sufferers the so-called Allen treatment is 
fully described at pages 732 to 734. 

We can recommend Dr. Hare ' s  " Practical Thera- 
peut ics"  with confidence. 

A Report on the Scientific Work o] the Surgical Stall o I 
.the Woman's Hospital in the State o I New York. 
Edited byHERMA~N GRAD, M.D. New York. 1918. 

FRoM the foreword of this volume of collected papers, we  
learn that it is the initial publication of the Surgical Staff 
of the Hospital. The opening paper contains a historical 
sketch of the founding of the Hospital, which took place 
in 1855, and had its inception and inspiration in the genius 
of one man- - James  Marion Sims, of South Carolina. Dr. 
J. R. Goffee, the author of the paper, would have us credit 
the " Woman 's  Hospital in the State of New York " with 
being the birthplace of the father of gyn~ecology, but we 
prefer to follow Sim's own choice, and place the honour 
with Montgomery, Alabama, where he bought the pewter 
tablespoon with which he made his first duck-bill speculum 
and published his paper in 1852, and three years prior to 
the establishment of the " State Hospital for Women ,"  
some six years after b;s brilliant success in Montgomery, 
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in March, 1849, The contribution is deeply interesting, 
and well repays reading. 

Dr. D. Bissell contributes an excellent article on " Inter- 
mittent Hydro- and Pyo-nephrosis," illustrated by notes of 
six cases--a condition which he ascribes principally to 
abnormal mobility of the kidney. But in the cases he re- 
cords the fixed kidney was the rule, and in this connection 
he seeks for causation in abnormal conditions of the ureter, 
or in a morbid growth pressing on the duct. In  his cases 
he largely depended on the x-rays in forming a diagnosis, 
skiagraphs of which illustrate his paper. 

A short paper on " Hypernephroma of the Kidney,"  by 
Dr. Strong, follows. His explanation is that " the hyper- 
nephroma cell represents a greatly exaggerated supra-renal 
cell," and the hypernephromata are, as a rule, hyper. 
trophies of histologically normal supra-renal tissue. 
" Perforation of the Vagina by a Papillary Cyst of the 
Ovary " is the  title of Dr. H. Grad's contribution. The 
case he gives is interesting, as being very unusual and 
rather difficult of diagnosis. Dr. Ford reports a case of 
" Procidentia in the Nulliparous Woman."  The condi- 
tion is not so uncommon as is generally supposed, and is 
usually produced by hard work, tight lacing, or prolonged 
retention of urine. A paper of great practical value is 
that of Dr. Dorman, on " The Toxemias of Pregnancy."  
It  is well worthy of study by specialist and practitioner. 

We congratulate the staff on their initial publication. 
and we hope to see it followed by many worthy successors. 
Also, we are glad to find the Hospital in which Sims took 
such a warm interest attain such distinction in the foufider's 
specialty. 

The Early Diagnosis o/ Tubercle. By CLIVE •IVIERE, 
M.D., F.R.C.P.  ;Physic ian  to the City of London 
Hospital for Diseases of the Chest. Second Edition. 
London:  Henry  Frowde and Hodder & Stoughton. 
1919. Cr. 8vo. Pp. xi i+ 314. 

W~ have read through this, the second edition of Clive 
Riviere's little book on the Early Diagnosis of Tubercle 
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(Pulmonary Tuberculosi~s) with much interest and profit. 
We recommend i t  strongly as a thoroughly practical, 
scientific, and readable work. The subject is dealt wi th  
systematically. After a brief account of the symptoms 
which_lead to a suspicion of the presence of active tuber- 
cular disease, the writer deals exhaustively with the all- 
important subject of physical examination, and describes 
in detail the method which he himself employs. The 
relative values of percussion and auscultation are con- 
sidered in a thoroughly commonsense way, while it is 
admitted that the value of each method depends largely 
on the skill of the individual observer. Naturally enough, 
much stress is laid on the reflex bands of dulness to which 
the writer himself first called attention, but whether these 
will prove as useful as diagnostic aids in the hands of others 
is a matter  on which we are not at present competent to 
express an opinion. 

A special chapter is devoted to " hilum tuberculosis." 
In  this chapter we believe that many medical men will 
find a solution of many problems that had previously 
perplexed them. 

The special tests are next described, including examina. 
tion by x-rays, the various tuberculin tests, sputum exam- 
ination, opsonic determination, and the complement fixa- 
tion test. The value of each of these is duly apprised, 
and throughout much stress is laid on the all-important 
fact that it is the presence of active tuberculosis and not 
of old-healed tuberculosis that must engage our diagnostic 
energies. The last par~ of the book is devoted to a con- 
side~ation of tuberculosis in children. In  this part in- 
volvement of the thoracic glands is fully dealt with. 

Transactions o/ the American Pediatric Society. 
Thirtieth Session, held at Lenox, Mass. Edited by 
OSCAR M. SCHr,OSS. Volume XXX. 

As we turn over the pages of this volume of Transactions 
we are. pleased with and envious of our American brethren's 
interest and research in the ~etiology, prophylaxis, ~nd 
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treatment of children's diseases. The volume (XXX) to 
hand contains 38 papers, each one of which tells of 
accurate observation and careful research; and every 
paper elicits an interesting discussion. Very happily, the 
Presidential Address, by Dr. Ii. E. IJa F~tre, is occupied 
with a description of the care the French Nation takes of 
the poor during the early years of childhood; and in it 
he eloquently urges his professional brethren and fellow 
citizens to copy the self-denying r~gime France practises 
in the midst of her sufferings. 

The greater number of the papers are of a practical 
nature. Many are clinical pictures which graphically poui'- 
tray the difficulties which beset both diagnosis and 
therapeutics. We can do no more than refer to a few 
papers which deal with the more unusual conditions of 
the medical eIientgle. First, we would draw attention to 
Dr. H.  Caille's paper " Hemoptysis Following Explora- 
tory Puncture of the Chest." A result so very unusual 
that the author deserves credit for putting on record his 
unpleasant experience. Dr. Art's contribution, " Breath 
Holding in Infants ,"  is a good clinical picture of a not 
uncommon and very alarming symptom of infantile 
neurosis, which we have known to seriously alarm 
mothers. " Infanti l ism," by Dr. Griffith, is the history 
of two eases of this peculiar abnormality, in which some 
of the more marked features are wanting and some un- 
usual ones were present. The difficult problem of the 
" Variations in the :Lipoid Content of the Blood of 
Infants ,"  by Drs. Marriott and Sissons, is the story of a 
technical research into the results obtained by experi- 
ments on animals and biochemical and biological examina- 
tions of infants' blood to determine, if possible, the bio- 
chemistry of infantile life. The paper is the outcome of 
much labour and thought. Whilst complimenting the 
authors on their patience and skill devising experiments 
we cannot fail to reeognise that their harvest has not 
filled their bosoms with sheaves. 

" Twenty-six eases of Pylorie Stenosis " is the title of 
Dr. Kerley's paper. The twenty-six cases all occurred in 
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his own practice, and all the patients were infants whose 
ages ranged from 3 to 16 weeks, and who ranged in weight 
from 4 lbs 2 ozs. to 10 lbs. In every instance Rammstedt ' s  
operation was performed. Of the cases 17 were boys and 9 
girls ; four cases ended fatally. I t  is a splendid record, and 
as we read it we are impressed with the idea that the pro- 
crastination of the operation, the natural result of paternal 
love, caused the fatal issue in the four unsuccessful cases. 
Dr. Carr reports a case of congenital " Hirschsprung's Dis- 
ease," and Dr. McClanahan one of " Congenital Stricture 
of the Duodenum." A wonderful instance of the progress 
of surgery is Dr. Graham's case of a boy, ~ years and 10 
months old, who was successfully operated on for cardio- 
spasm and oesophageal stricture of congenital origin. " Un- 
usual t typerpyrexia " is the subject of Dr. Griffith's paper, 
in which he gives the clinical notes of two cases of pneu- 
monia in children aged 2�89 and 5�89 years respectively, in one 
of whom the temperature reached 109 ~ F. ,  and fell 12 
degrees within 12 hours. These are bug a few of the many 
excellent papers with which the Transactions are enriched. 

Essentials o] Physiology. By F.  A. BAINBRIDGE, F.R.S . ,  
M.A., M.D. (Cantab.), D.Sc. (Lond.), F .R .C.P . ,  Pro- 
fessor of Physiology, University of London;  and J.  
ACWORTIt MENZIES, M.A. (Dunelm.), M.D. (Edin.), 
Professor of Physiology, University of Durham. 
Third Edition, thoroughly revised. London:  Long- 
roans, Green & Co. 1919. Demy 8vo. With  179 Illus- 
trations. Pp. viii + 484. 

IT is quite a difficult task nowadays to keep a text-book 
on Physiology within reasonable size and yet include all 
the information that the ordinary medical student is re- 
quired to know. In  this volume the authors, by iudicious 
selection and condensation, have been highly successful, 
and the result is a book of only 484 pages, which contain 
a marvellous amount of thoroughly up-to-date material in 
a very readable form. Of course discussion of the work 
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which has led to our present conclusions on many pro- 
blems has necessarily been ruled out, and work and 
theories which are only of historical importance, but which 
are still of intense interest to the advanced student, are 
omitted. No attempt is made at a bibliography. We  
mention these facts not as detracting from the value of 
the book to medical students, for whom it is intended, but 
as showing the limitations imposed on it by its authors. 

This edition has been thoroughly revised, the diagrams 
and illustrations are excellent and well reproduced, many 
of them in colours, and we are sure it will more than main- 
tain the popularity of the book. The index is well done. 
Altogether, we know of no more attractive and compre- 
hensive presentation of physiology hom tim point of view 
of the medical student. 

I R I S H  U N I V E R S I T Y  CALENDARS.  

1. The Dublin University Calendar for the Year 1919- 
1920. To which are added the Ordinary Papers set in  
the Year 1918-1919. Vol. I. Dublin:  Hodges, ~iggis 
& Co., Ltd.  1919. 8vo. Pp. viii + 60* + 356 + cxxvi. 

2. The National University o] Ireland Calendar for the 
Year 1919. Dublin : Alex. Thorn & Co. (Ltd.). 1919. 
8vo. :Pp. viii. + 616. 

WE welcome the Calendars of these two Irish Universities, 
and are only sorry that an opportunity has not been 
afforded to us of noticing the Calendar of the third of the 
three sister universities in Ireland--namely,  Qtmen's Uni- 
versit,y, Belfast. 

1. There is practically no change in the form in which 
the first volume of the Dublin University Calendar for the 
current academic year has been published. As regards the 
numerical strength of the University we must await the 
information which will as usual, no doubt, be contained 
in Volume II.  I t  will not appear unr early in the coming 
year. 
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Reference to the principal changes in the courses of 
study made in ~he year 1918-19 is made at pages 30, 109- 
113, 116, 130, 135, 149, and 208. The Regulations of the 
School of Physic will be found set forth in fifty pages be- 
ginning with page 239. In these post-bellum days, when 
a qualification in Public Health is being eagerly sought 
for by medical officers both in the Senior Service and in 
the Army, the section relating to the Diploma in Public 
Health of the University will prove most useful to intend- 
ing candidates. 

2. The Calendar of the National University of Ireland 
is for the year 1919, hut it did not appear until September. 
However, the volume makes up for its tardy publication 
by its elegance and the fulness of the information which 
its 600 odd pages contain. Changes in the Courses and in 
the Regulations for the academic years 1920 and 1921 are 
fully set out at pages 127 to 156 inclusive. These changes 
should be carefully studied by intending candidates. 

A Dictionary of Treatment: i~eluding Medical and 
Surgical Therapeutics. By SIR WILLIAM WHITLA, M.A., 
M.D., LL.D. ,  M.P. ; Late Professor of Materia lKedica 
and Therapeutics in Queen's University, Belfast; Con- 
suiting Physician to Royal Victoria, Belfast Ophthalmic, 
and the Ulster Hospital for Women and Children. Sixth 
Edition. 32nd Thousand. London : t~ailli~re, Tindall 
& Cox. 1920. DemySvo. Pp. Viii + 1083. 

W~ were on the point of declaring that the success of 
Whitla 's " Dictionary of Treatment " had been pheno- 
menal when the thought suddenly struck us that the 
intrinsic value of the work had secured its success, which 
was therefore in no sense phenomenal, hut only what was 
to he expected. 

The present edition has been prepared for publication 
,~mid the many distractions of strenuous and punctual 
attendance on the part of tile author in the Hou~,e of Corn- 
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mons. In that famous arena Sir William Whitla has 
made his mark as surely as he did in active professional 
life, and as a medical author in past years. How faith. 
fully he has fulfilled his Parliamentary trust and how 
thoroughly he has justified Queen's University, Belfast, 
in chosing him as her first representative in the Imperial 
Parliament we have good reason to know and to acknow- 
ledge with gratitude. 

The fifth edition of the " Dictionary of Treatment " 
was long out of print, but the author tells us that he felt 
no inclination to settle down to the work of revision whilst 
the fate of the Empire and of human civilisa~ion was 
hanging in the balance during the anxious years of the 
late terrible war. But  now the volmne has been brought 
up to date, and the author, as on previous occasions, has 
wisely called to his aid competent authorities in surgery, 
gyn~ecology, and ophthalmology. The surgical articles, 
originMly contributed by Mr. A. B. Mitchell, have been 
carefully revised and added to by Mr. S. T. Irwin, Surgeon 
to the Royal Victoria ttospital. Dr. R. J.  Johnstone has 
brought up to date his original monographs on gynweo- 
logical subjects, and Dr. Wiclif McCready, who is 
ophthahnologist to several Belfast institutions, has cor- 
rected the proof sheets of the ophthahnie articles. 

Every page of Sir William Whitla 's  work, which may 
well be termed a " classic," is replete with valuable in- 
formation, and the busy medical practitioner will never 
consult the " Dictionary of Treatment " in vain when at 

loss for suggestions as to what should be done in puzzling 
and even in simple eases of disease. 

J. W. M. 


